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FINAL STAGE NEW CONSTITUTION
President Moscicki signed the New Constitution on April 23, its
promulgation appearing simultaneously in the official ga2ette
exactly a month after it was voted by the Parliament. The cere-
mony of the signature of the Act by Moscicki was rendered singu-
larly impressive by its taking place in the presence of all the
members of the Government, with the exception of Pilsudski
and of Beck who was still abroad, the Speakers of the Seym
and Senate, and other personages. A salute of 101 guns from a
battery on the Vistula proclaimed the great event to an enormous
crowd outside the Zamek, which was suddenly illuminated amid
immense cheering; the National Hymn was sung, and then
followed the deathless song of Pilsudski's legions, "The First
Brigade." After the signature Moscicki gave a dinner to the
members of the Government and all those who had taken an
active part in elaborating the New Constitution; next came
a reception attended by 2,000 notabilities of the country. But
a series of Acts governing elections to the Seym and Senate had
still to be passed before the New Constitution came into operation,
and for these a special meeting of the Parliament was necessary,
On May 7 Slawek outlined these Acts: proportional representation
was to be abolished; for the Seym the country was to be divided
into 100 constituencies, each electing two deputies—200 members,
against \\\ formerly; the Senate was to have 96 members, against
in formerly, the President to appoint one-third and the remaining
two-thirds to be elected in a special manner, as had already been
indicated during the debates on the Bill.
LAVAL IN WARSAW
France and the Soviet signed their Pact of Mutual Assistance
on May 2 at Paris, and its terms were said to be formulated
within the "framework of the Covenant." It was validated for
five years; its provisions included consultation in the event of
a threat of aggression, immediate assistance against unprovoked
aggression, particularly by a State breaking thereby its pledges
under the Covenant, and a bar to any interpretation of it as
limiting the duties of the League or the obligations of its members.
More vital was the protocol attached to the pact, for it postulated

